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NetWell dB-Bloc Noise Barrier

The information presented here is courtesy of NetWell.
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dB-Bloc is a thin mass-loaded vinyl sound barrier material designed to layer behind drywall and other fi-
nished wall or ceiling surfaces to help combat against the bleed of noise transmitting through a common
surface. This sound-deadening material is designed as sound insulation for blocking noise transmitting
through common walls. dB-Bloc measures just 1/8" thick, but weighs more than 1 pound per square foot
to produce the density required for a soundproof wall. dB-Bloc will impair a wall's ability to vibrate to
reduce sound transmission and has an STC rating of 26. The material is an ideal treatment for combating
sound bleed in thin walls between neighbors or room isolation in any residential or commercial setting.
This mass-loaded vinyl is shipped in 30" rolls measuring 54" in width. Each roll will cover 135 square
feet and weigh nearly 150 pounds.

The standard treatment is to layer this material behind wall or
ceiling surfaces to serve as a weighted membrane that will
help the surface resonate less and combat the bleed of noise.
Simply cut to fit the cavity size of your wall or ceiling using a
straight edge and utility knife, and anchor mechanically to
your surface using a staple gun, sheetrock screw, or other me-
thod. Do not use glue; this material is too heavy. Then ap-
ply your furring strips or resilient channels over the top of the
material and your final layer of drywall. For added val-
ue, you could opt to layer dB-Bloc between two sheets of dry-
wall and apply to your disconnected wall surface. Remember 08-24.- 2008
that anything you do to add and vary the densities, thicknesses,

and dead-air gaps in your common-surface treatment, the better your results will be.

If you are applying this to a studded wall, follow the framing techniques outlined in the Walls section of
Netwell’s Applications Guide to create a disconnection in the assembly that will force the vibration to col-
lapse structurally. For double wall or staggered studs, staple this material directly to the face of the studs
and drywall over. For treating a finished surface, staple this material to the drywall, apply a set of hori-
zontal furring strips or resilient channels, and add a new layer of 2

drywall. For wall treatments, the furring strips should run horizon- S
tal up the wall. For ceiling treatments, anchor the strips perpendicu-
lar to the direction of the ceiling joists.

Cover 100% of the common surface with this material. Remember
that if any area is left exposed, the noise will travel the path of least
resistance and bleed out, partially decaying the overall transmission
loss results. Overlap the seams of this material by 2" to help combat
the bleed through the seams. 1SO Clips are available for those opt-
ing for mechanical hat channels to create a partial disconnect, oth-
erwise standard wooden or metal furring strips will work fine. If
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you are treating a common wall made of concrete block, reverse the treatment and place the furring strips
or channel system up first, then your dB-Bloc and your drywall. Remember that dB-Bloc is not designed
to suspend by its own weight, and needs structure over the top of it to brace it in place.

NetWell Noise Control
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ABCO Construction Services Corporation has developed this information for its clients and friends. The information
may contain citations of applicable codes, manufacturers’ recommendations and best practices from noted sources.
Itis ABCO'’s desire to present the topic in an unbiased manner, using generally accepted references, to allow those
confronted with the topic to make an informed decision. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to
contact ABCO.

This product analysis information is presented for the use of ABCO clients only after consultation. ABCO’s analysis
is based in part on standardized codes, manufacturers’ product information, and general industry practices. The
analysis and opinions presented are general in nature and should not be relied upon without an in-depth analysis
and specific recommendation as to any particular application or use. As with any building practice or method, local
jurisdictions may have adopted specific regulations and you are encouraged to consult with your local jurisdiction.
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