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Kickout Flashings 

Missing or poorly installed flashings are a major problem in construction today. As roofs get more complex and multi-leveled, proper 
flashings become even more important.  Properly installed metal kickout flashing where a lower roof line terminates against a verti-
cal wall is required.  When kickout flashing is missing or not properly installed, major damage can result.  Water can easily enter 
behind the exterior wall cladding causing serious damage. 
 
The kickout flashing is installed above the rain gutter or drip edge flashing where the roof meets a vertical wall. The flashing diverts 
water away from the lower wall. Missing, or incorrectly installed kick-out flashings, are often the source of major structural, mold, 
and rot damage. 
 
Flashing requirements can be found in the 2006 International Residential Code (IRC) and International Building Code (IBC). 
 

• 703.8 Flashing.  Approved corrosion-resistant flashing shall be applied shingle-fashion in such a manner to prevent entry 
of water into the wall cavity or penetration of water to the building structural framing components.  The flashing shall ex-
tend to the surface of the exterior wall finish.  Approved corrosion-resistant flashing shall be installed at all of the following 
locations: 

6.  At wall and roof intersections. 

 

• 903.2 Flashing.  Flashing shall be installed in a manner that prevents moisture from entering the wall and roof through 
joint in copings, through moisture permeable materials and at intersections with papapet wall and other penetrations 
through the roof plane. (also see 2006 IBC 1503.2) 

 

o 903.2.1 Locations.  Flashing shall be installed at wall and roof intersections, wherever there is a change in roof 
slope or direction and around roof openings.  Wherever flashing is of metal, the metal shall be corrosion-resistant 
with a thickness of not less than 0.019 inch (No. 26 galvanized sheet). (also see 2006 IBC 1503.2.1) 

 

The size of the kickout flashing is important.  The size will vary depending on the application, siding, brick, stucco, stone, etc.  The 
manufacturer should have requirements in their product documentation.  In the absence of product specifications, ABCO Construc-
tion Services Corporation offers this suggestion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most siding and other wall covering manufacturers specify a minimum of 2 inch clearance between their product and the roof cov-
ering.  To ensure proper integration of the kickout flashing, ABCO suggests the flashing be a minimum of 3 inches high and 8 
inches long. 
 
Wall covering manufacturers have details for their products that clarify the installation of the roof to wall flashings.  You should 
check with the product manufacturer for their requirements for kickout flashing. 
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Example of a kickout flashing with stucco. 
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The Tile Roofing Institute has the following detail for kickout flashing on tile roofs. 
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James Hardie Building Products® specifies the following for their Hardiplank® Lap Siding 

 

This information is presented for the use of ABCO clients only after consultation.  ABCO’s analysis is based in part on 
standardized codes, manufacturer’s product information and general industry practices.  The analysis and opinions 
presented are general in nature and should not be relied upon without an in-depth analysis and specific 
recommendation as to any particular application or use.  As with any building practice or method, local jurisdictions 
may have adopted specific regulations and you are encouraged to consult with your local jurisdiction prior to 
implementing any new products.  Contact ABCO for additional information or comments. 


